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they will spare the corn. A Transylvanian way of securing
the crops against all birds, beasts, and insects, is this: after
he has finished sowing, the sower goes once more from end
to end of the field imitating the gesture of sowing, but with
an empty hand. As he does so he says, " I sow this for the
animals; I sow it for everything that flies and creeps, that
walks and stands, that sings and springs, in the name of
God the Father, etc"1 The Huzuls of the Carpathians
believe that the bite of the weasel is poisonous and that the
animal commits ravages on the cattle. Yet they take care
never to kill a weasel, lest the surviving kinsfolk of the
deceased should avenge his death on the herds of his
murderer. They even celebrate a festival of weasels either
on St. Matthew's day (Qth August, old style, 2ist August,
new style), or on St Catherine's day (24th November, old
style, 6th December, new style). On that day no work
may be done, lest the weasels should harm the herds.2 The
following is a German way of freeing a garden from cater-
pillars. After sunset or at midnight the mistress of the
house, or another female member of the family, walks all
round the garden dragging a broom after her. She must
not look behind her, and must keep murmuring, " Good
evening, Mother Caterpillar, you shall come with your
husband to church." The garden gate is left open till
the following morning.8

The   attempts   thus   made   by   European   peasants   to Similar
mollify the rage and avert the ravages of vermin have their made1?
counterpart in the similar observances of savages.     When propitiate
the Matabele find caterpillars in their fields they put an ear of
corn in a calabash, fill the vessel up with caterpillars, and set it
down on a path leading to another village, hoping thus to
induce the insects to migrate thither.*   The Yabim of German
New Guinea imagine that the caterpillars and worms which
infest  their  fields  of taro  are  animated  by the   souls   of
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